NATIONS UNIES ¢£’ \a, &’ \9 UNITED NATIONS
DROITS DE 'HOMME \l Vt y HUMAN RIGHTS

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L'HOMME « OFFICE OFTHE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
PALAIS DES NATIONS « 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND
www.ohchr.org « TEL: +41 22 917 9107 « FAX: +42 217 9008 « E-MAIL:srwatsan@ohchr.org

Mandate of the Special Rapporteur on theright to safedrinking water and sanitation

21 July 2015

An Open Letter from the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human right to
safe drinking water and sanitation to all the United Nations Member States on the
final draft of the Post-2015 Development Goals

As Special Rapporteur on the human right to safikithg water and sanitation, | wish
to congratulate the United Nations Member Statetheit commitments to “achieve universal
and equitable access to safe and affordable ddgnkiater for all” and to “achieve access to
adequate and equitable sanitation and hygienellfand end open defecation, paying special
attention to the needs of women and girls and thosalnerable situations” by 2030 as well as
other related targets under the proposed GoaltléedBustainable Development Goals.

I am encouraged by their vision envisaging “A wlowvhere access to safe and
affordable drinking water is a basic and univetaaian right...where there is adequate and
accessible sanitation”. | wish to recall the Meml&tates, however, that access to safe,
affordable, accessible, available and acceptabtervaand sanitation is a human right already
recognized by the General Assembly itself and then&h Rights Council, but is not a reality
for millions of people. Therefore, | would like teiterate that what the world leaders need to
aim for isa world where the human right to water and sanitation is realized for all, and
where hygieneisavailableto all.

In order to achieve the human rights to water sawitation for everyone, we must
know who the un- and under-served people are and why they are disadvantaged or
marginalized. In this connection, | agree to the Member Statesimitment on data collection,
monitoring and accountability. Addressing incomeguality will not be sufficient to achieve
universal goals including the one on water andtgaon. We must monitor who have and have
not reached each goal using quality data disagtgdday income, gender, age, race, ethnicity,
migratory status, disability, geographic locatiom ather prohibited grounds of discrimination
under international human rights law. It will bes@lessential that people freely and actively
participate in and contribute to monitoring inclhugli the data collection, analysis and
dissemination, as well as in overall implementateorangements at the national and local
levels.

The disadvantaged groups need to be definitively prioritized over the relatively
advanced groups in the implementation agenda, in order to reaehstime goal by 2030 and to
fasten the realization of other related sustainal@eelopment goals. If only 30 percent of
people living in informal settlements have accesadequate sanitation while 80 percent of
other urban population enjoy access, then we neestart with people living in informal
settlements. It is the matter of priority for theeiiber States to identify the most disadvantaged
in access to safe drinking water, sanitation argidne and make focused efforts, including the
targeted allocation of budgets, to ensure theiessc

| encourage all the Member States to fulfil thsiill ambiguous but nevertheless
feasible commitments regarding water, sanitatiod bygiene on the basis of the existing
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human rights framework, including principles of afjty and non-discrimination and
participation. Only then will the Post-2015 Develmgnt Goals “work to ensure that human
rights and fundamental freedoms are enjoyed by adl'the draft Declaration states. As Special
Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking watel sanitation, | wish to offer my support
to such efforts by the Member States and otheebtiiers.

Sincerely yours,

Léo Heller
Special Rapporteur on the right to safe drinkingewand sanitation






